
Minute from the Young People’s Programme at BYM 2015 

 

From the 1 to 4 May 2015 32 11-15 year olds and 5 adult team members came 
together for a long weekend in the beautiful surroundings of High Leigh conference 
centre to discuss the theme “Understanding Inequality, What Can WE Do?”  

We started off on Friday with introductory games and our first Base Group. These 
were smaller groups of 8 - 10 people. This gave us the chance to get to know each 
other, reunite with old friends, and make new ones. They also gave us a chance to 
reflect on main sessions throughout the event. 

Each morning we had a short Meeting for Worship to gather our thoughts, and we 
ended each day with an Epilogue that allowed us to reflect.  

In order to understand what inequality felt like we took part in a simulation game 
where we had to build shelters; the scores were predetermined by the roll of a dice. 
This made us realise that inequality is a part of our everyday lives but can be difficult 
to notice from the outside. 

A Quaker Faith & Practice quiz tested our knowledge and research skills, shedding 
light on what was is in “The Big Red Book”. In smaller groups we helped contribute 
to “Living our beliefs”, a book hoping to help young people better understand Quaker 
faith and values.  

“Hunt the Tag” and the Base Group Challenge involved some friendly competition 
and helped us bond as small groups. With paint, feathers, fabric and pens we 
created a Community Art Project where we decorated the letters from the word 
“QUAKERS!” 

We had the opportunity to discuss the issue of inequality further during our Themed 
Chat Rooms. We talked about social inequality, educational inequality, economic 
inequality and prejudice. The different aspects of inequality interested us and 
promoted deeper discussion of what we can do in our daily lives.  

Drama on Sunday involved a bear, a radio station, eggs, dinosaurs, superheroes 
and our own version of Romeo and Juliet. It allowed us to talk to people in the group 
who we hadn’t already, whilst improving our confidence. We thought it was a great 
way to release our energy as a group. 

In our options we had the choice between Sport, Craft and Meditative Writing. In 
sport we played rounders and tried out some gymnastics. Crafts involved creating 
flowers out of foam and friendship bracelets. Meditative writing was our chance to 
learn about Spoken Word and reflect together outside in the sunshine.  

On Sunday evening Jessica Beck came to talk to us about what had been discussed 
at BYM. After chatting about inequality in more depth we thought about what an 
equal society would look like, and how that was different from our society today. We 
would like to thank BYM for making us feel valued and part of the larger community. 

During free time we made ample use of the games room with a table tennis 
tournament and friendship bracelet making.  The hot chocolate machine was a hit, 
although for some of us it was a chance to learn our sugar limits.   



In our base groups we each came up with an act to perform at our Sunday night 
campfire which was enjoyed by all, and highlighted our individual talents. We also 
had performances from some wonderful musicians, including the up and coming 
singers “Quakerpella”. We ended Sunday night with a worshipful walk and an 
epilogue with glow sticks by the fire. 

We were glad to join the BYM session “Are we ready for the challenge?” and hear 
the wider views of Friends. Maya Williams, Suzanne Ismail and Enid Pinch joined us 
to discuss  “What action can we take?” and we are feeling positive and enthused to 
take this home with us and act upon what we have learnt. 

We have enjoyed meeting each other and look forward to meeting others again soon 
on our Quaker journeys.  
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