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Minute 1 from JYM: “Is it time to revise Quaker Faith & Practice” 
 

Junior Yearly Meeting met on the 6 May 2018 to consider whether it is time to revise 
the Book of Discipline (Quaker Faith & Practice).  The general feeling of the meeting 

was that a revision is indeed needed with some urgency, as both society and 

Quakerism have changed significantly since the completion of the last revision.   It 
was particularly felt that the content and language of the book could better represent 

the wide variety of experiences and expressions of sexuality and gender in modern 

society. 
 

Young people are largely missing from the book; the meeting felt that there should 

be guidance aimed at those in their teenage years, and young people - indeed as 
diverse a group as possible - should be involved in the revision.  The possibility of 

revision also creates the exciting opportunity of using modern technology to aid in 

the production of our Book of Discipline – a Friend mentioned that a website could 
be used to take suggestions for new material to be included, and the book itself 

could have visual and audio elements enabled by technology. 

 
In addition, making the book accessible was felt to be important; it was felt that those 

new to Quakerism, young and old, can find our current book a difficult read as there 

is not an obvious path to follow in reading it, and often passages are not framed or 
contextualised sufficiently to allow full comprehension.  A glossary of terms would be 

found helpful. 

 
A Friend contributed that as Quakers we want to be open and accepting to everyone; 

updating our Book of Discipline to match this idea is therefore a good way forward. 
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