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On the 29 July 2017, 43 young people aged 11-14 gathered at Warwick University to 

spend a week considering “What can young Quakers do with their beliefs?” We 
mirrored the main session day themes, but choosing to interpret them differently. 

Throughout the week we attended main sessions, which some found challenging but 

interesting. We also had a variety of speakers come to us including Alistair Fuller, 
Catherine West MP and Paul Parker. We have also had active sessions, like Zumba 

and Capture the flag, which have developed the atmosphere of our group (and tired 

us out). Our Base groups have enabled us to talk in less daunting atmospheres. 

On Sunday we considered Heart; understanding our beliefs. We listened to George 

Lakey’s personal stories and participated in a base group challenge in which we got 

to know each other better. We then had a reflective arts and crafts session in which 
we contemplated how we view ourselves as young Quakers and things that have a 

space in our hearts. 

Mondays theme was thinking about how we act (head) and we were joined by a 
representative of the American Friends Service Committee who talked to us about 

what we stand for and told us a story that made us think about how what we do 

affects others and how everything is linked. Sam Walton also visited and did a 
session about movement building and how your meeting can support you. Our chat 

rooms were small discussion groups on topics such as the revision of Quaker Faith 

and Practice, end of life matters, the testimonies and how peace work is carried out 
in other countries. 

Tuesday saw us looking to our hands, “reaching out, what can we do?” The George 

Gorman lecture made us think about inclusivity within Quakerism and our day to day 
life. The recording clerk did an interactive session on our theme. JYM invited us to 

hunt Quakers with them, amongst those found were a pink unicorn, a ninja, a traffic 

light and a Jellyfish. 

We all scattered for the Wednesday trips where we were able to relax and recharge 

our batteries for the rest of the week. In the evening Gill Sewell (Olivia’s Mum) 

recounted her own spiritual journey towards Quakerism. 



On Thursday we looked at our feet and where we leave our footprints. We looked at 

some of the aims of the UN with our Peacemakers visitor (Jackie Zammit) and 
considered what we thought was most important and what we wished to do. After our 

afternoon activities we continued the theme by looking at conscientious objectors 

during WWI with Simon Colbeck. We ended the day with an outdoor epilogue in 
which many of us were moved to minister. 

As we leave YMG 2017, we would like to say thank you and see you next time. 
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